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fromS Carapico

Intrying to sort out the explosion of sights, sounds,
snmel |'s, and experiences of our trip for purposes of a report, |
wll try to separate features that seemto typify the "Third
World," el ements that seem particular to Africa, and, finally,
characteristics that seem uni quely Ghanai an or Senegal ese.

I n general, the term "Third World" applies to societies and
politics struggling to "develop" in the wake of European col oni al
rul e that superinposed Western econom ¢ and political
institutions on non- European indigenous cultures of Africa, Asia,
and "Latin" Anerica. One feature of this world is contrast:
bet ween natural and built environnents, native and inported,
customary and nodern, rural and urban, poverty and weal t h.
"Dualism" is often said to be a distinguishing feature of the
Third Wrld.

Li ke nost Western visitors, | am especially fascinated by
the things that one doesn’t see so nmuch of in the Wst but which
I've al so observed inthe Arab Wrld, East Africa, and N caragua:
open-air markets, recYcIing for novel purposes, livestock in the
open, and unpaved villages of seemingly interlocking famly
conpounds.

The open-air markets, such as the 13th of Decenber Women’s
Market (initiated by Rawlings’ wife in conmenoration of his
coup), the Kumasi central market, and to a | esser extent portions
of the Dakar and Zi gui nchor market districts, are anong the nost
colorful and exhilarating sights. They seemthe epitone of petty
entrepreneurship: |arge nunbers of small traders of primry
goods with small, limted stocks which they or their famlies
have often (but not always) produced thensel ves, operating at a
very small margin of profit and open to bargai ning over price
and/or quantity. Shoppers, who typically (stereo-typically?)
also earn noney in daily or weekly increnents, purchase in snall
quantities, and, frequently, seem acquainted with the traders.
Food, household itens, and clothes are the main itens, arranged,
often redundantly, in rows and rows of stalls or spaces of a
square neter or two. Excellent photo opportunities. These
markets are for locals; those specializing in native crafts
catering to tourists are separate.

Things are used and reused in ways that strike us as novel.
Kids craft push-toys and mniature cars fromold cans and w res,
pl ayt hings (apart from soccer balls) not being nuch bought or
sold. Sandals made fromold "rubber" tires are another exanpl e.
In Africa, we also saw a | ot of "dead people’s clothes" resold in
open nmarkets after being donated to charity by Western m ddl e
cl ass peopl e.




Li vest ock, especially sheep and goats ("small ruminants")
and chi ckens, which graze or scratch and therefore cost very
littleto feed but provide fairly regular mlk or eggs as well as
occasional neat, are evident not only in villages and al ong
country roads but al so in urban nei ghborhoods. These markets,
re-used goods, and aninals are mostly part of an "underground"
$ponony t hat does not show up on national accounts or GNP/capita

i gures.

The sane seens to be true of village economc life =
villages built in "traditional" style and usually |acking nodern
services |like electricity and running water. Al though sone
peopl e, especially nen, presunmably have jobs or businesses
el sewhere, livestock and small-scale farmng produce food for
either direct consunption or direct sale. The level of naterial
confort is very rudinmentary by our standards, and has a slightly
romantic quality because despite their poverty folks live very
cl ose to nature.

On the ot her hand, there’s also plenty that is nodern - the
| uxury air-conditioned hotels we stayed in, cars and service
stations, universities, international banks and busi nesses,
nmedi cal facilities, airports, etc. Except when cateringto
foreigners, even the nodern sector - say, colleges, branch banks,
and hospitals - are a rather shabby imtation of Euro-Anmerican
institutions. They | ack gl anour.

[And a personal note = although filth and parasites lurk in
the nore rustic environments, my own m shaps just beyond the
Labadi Beach and Teranga Hotel s nake t hese seductively | uxurious
havens seemto represent a special danger |ocated at their
periFhery, at the juncture of the nost nodern and confortable
facilities with raw nature and poverty. ]

The two nost significant things that seenmed particularly
African, or say West African, are first, a nmulticultural society
uni fied by col oni al experience, and, second, the trans-Atlantic
slave trade. A third striking feature of West Africa is dress,
especially wonmen-s fashi on.

On one level, Wst Africa is not a culture but a diversity

of historically and geographically related yet still quite unique
cultures each with identifiable |anguages, custons, institutions,
and consciousness. | will say a bit nore about this in

di scussi ng Ghana and Senegal separately, but for the nost part |
think | devel oped nore of an appreciation for the fact of African
cultural diversity rather than for the unique cultural attributes
of the various sub-groups we encountered. The partial exception
here is the asante, Ghana's strongest and nost politically viable
and visible sub-culture, revealed to us through sone |ectures,
performances, and tours, including sessions at Lagon and Kunasi
uni versities; and Senegal ese Islam c culture, which is for ne a
variation on a famliar thene.




The col onial experience is significant inthat it created
"nation-states" out of diverse polyglot cultures and,
particularly striking to our grouP, gave each new state a
Eur opean "lingua franca."™ Sone of our nost poi gnant di scussions
with local intellectuals concerned the role of English or French,
respectively, as the | anguage of "high" culture and politics -
especially, the | anguage for witing and for formal education.
This struck ne as one of the nost critical differences between
West Africa and the Arab countries (although, upon reflection,
Francophone North Africa provides a mdpoint on what turns out to
be a spectrum: for although nost Arab states are al so
arbitrary, even artificial creations of colonial (Otomn &

Eur opean) conquest, a common | anguage with a proud literary
tradition offers a unity and continuity of civilization that
seens absent in West Africa. The questions of national,

cultural, and even (for the educated) personal identity remain to
be resol ved.

One very visible aspect of Wst African cultural identity,
per haps strongest in Francophone Senegal and the Ivory Coast, is
fashion. None of us tired of admiring what wonen (and nen) were
wearing = fine damask cloths in brilliant yet tastefully nmatched
colors, cut and designed in updated versions of African styles,
sonetimes with Parisian flourishes or flounces: thoroughly
African yet al so nodern and fashi onable, worn with great panache
and equal ly striking haute couture African hairstyles and, often,
real gold (or silver) jewelry. Like all fashion, African clothes
reflect social class = the well-to-do sport the finest fabrics
and enbroidery. Uniquely African are the matching baby wap and
t he custom of all wonen attending a weddi ng or other cerenbny to
dress in the sane fabric (which nay be of European or | ocal
manuf acture). Since our return | read an article on Senegal ese
fashi on (Deborah Heath, Anerican Ethnologist 19:1:92) t hat
confirmed ny suspicion that women’s (and, one suspects, men’s)
dress styl es have beconme nore African since independence.

Then there's the slave trade. The nost noteworthy piece of
architecture we encountered was the Portuguese-built seaside
fortress at EE Mna, Ghana, a slave-trading post. Although its
authenticity is in question, the slave-house of Goree Island off
Dakar is also probably the best-known tourist attraction in
Senegal . Despite = or, perhaps, because of = the fact that nost
of us had visited the "import" stations in Jamestown, both sites
were ghoulish and disturbing in the historical nmenories they
conjure up. Still, several of our group, |learning of internal
West - African sl avery before Europeans began exporting Africans to
t he Anericas, wondered why there was such focus on trans-Atlantic
sl ave trade. | offer three comments on this issue. First,

t hough scarcely justifiable, intra-African slave trade was part
of a local mlitary history that was |ess racist and, especially,
| ess stable and hierarchical than the Arerican trade: different
groups conquered and ensl aved each other, and at |east a couple
of times slaves revolted and formed dynasties that rul ed former
masters. Secondly, whereas slavery was a conduit for intra-




regi onal popul ation and | abor exchange, the Atlantic slave trade
represented | arge-scal e depopul ati on of the abl e-bodi ed yout h of
West Africa. Lastly, and perhaps nost inportantly, the Atlantic
slave trade is a maj or phenonena in Anerican history, the keﬁ to
African- Arerican history, and the only thing nost Anericans know
about African history. These sites, therefore, are of
extraordinary significance to tourists. Al though there were also
| ocal visitors to these sites, we did not discover whether or how
they were inportant in African history. By analo%y, Britain,
Spain, and France are nore inportant to American history than the
USistotheirs.

Finally, Ghana and Senegal are different places. The four
nost visible contrasts are the natural environnent, the col onial
| egacy, urban culture, and religion. Ghana is closer to jungle,
and Senegal to desert. Therefore animal husbandry is limted in
Ghana, and farm ng conbats forest to produce tropical crops -
cassava and plantain - whereas Senegal ese farnmers are herders and
mllet-growers facing encroachnent of the desert. This has other
inmplications for material culture, including thatched huts as
opposed to mud brick construction. | was also verY struck by the
odd planting patterns al ong Ghanai an hi ghways: fields were rarely
cl eared and pl owed, but rather broadcast and planted helter-
skelter anmong wild growth and al ong t he shoul der of the road.
(perhaps because of land tenure problens?) English influence in
Ghana and French influence in Senegal perneate nodern culture
with respect to | anguage, literature, education, consuner tastes,
currency (the cidi, tied to sterling, versus the CFA or Centra
African Franc), mlitary and bureaucratic organization, etc.

Accra and Dakar, both seaside cities, are very different.
Accra is spread out in circles, wth few structures over two
floors, sonmewhat village-Iike, whereas Dakar has a central high-
rise section laid out 1n a grid and surrounded by suburbs.

Dakar, with a larger resident expatriate and second-or-third-
generation comunity of Europeans and Arabs, is far nore
cosnmopolitan. This inplies Western-style consuner satisfaction -
i ke 1ce creamparlors = but also brings urban pathos in the form
of beggars, hawkers, and thieves. lronically, or at |east
inversely, of the two provincial towns we visited, Kumasi, the
old capital of the Asante ki ngdom in Ghana’s nountain interior,
was nore urban and urbane than Zi gui nchor, center of the coastal
Casanmance regi on of southern Senegal, which was |ike a giant
village of long, wide, dusty streets not unlike Red Sea towns.

Ghana is largely Christian, with a mnority of animsts who
revere nature and the forest, and many of the sanme sects we have
inthe US - Methodist, Presbyterian, Mrnon, Catholic, Baptist,
Epi scopal, etc. There is a Muslimmajority in Senegal. Various
differences flowfromthis: churches as opposed to nosques in
the built environment, Sunday vs. Friday as the day off,
Christian holidays and services in contrast to Islamc daily
prayers, preachers and priests rather than "brotherhoods." But
each religion is also indigenized, wwth animst traditions in




Ghanai an Christianity and Senegal ese interpretations of Islam

We arrived in Dakar during the feast of Tabaski. The city seened
too big for its inhabitants, many of whom were presunably in
their ancestoral villages for the festivities. Rather stupidly,

| initially failed to recogni ze Tabaski as ’Id al-Adha, though |
ought t o have recogni zed because it coincides with the hajj (and
we had encountered Pakistani hajjis going fromMauritaniato
Mecca at the airport). | was confused by the name and by the
enphasi s on slaughter as sacrifice rather than feast, and the on-
t he-street drying of bloody skins, both very un-Yeneni. Most
Senegal ese wonen wear sonething on their heads, but so do

Ghanai ans, and if anything the Senegal ese are sexier. Mny
Senegal ese can read or recite Quranic passages, and use Islamc
greetings and bl essings, but cannot speak or understand Arabic.

Qur two wonen gui des, Anna and Mammie, were ny nost
menor abl e acquai ntances. Al though neither was typical, each
hel ped formthe images we brought fromtheir countries. Anna,
23, a native Twi (Asante) speaker officially secretary to
Sunseeker Tours/Ghana but assigned to us virtually round-the-
clock, is bright, pretty, slightly plunp, eager to please,
dresses in heels and either a skirt-and-blouse or fitted and
fl ounced dress out of locally manufactured African cloth, |ives
alone in a snmall enployer-supplied flat. She prefers white to
bl ack Anericans. She gave me a carved statue of a woman, a
m ni at ure Asante stool, and |ocal fabric to make a dress from
and t he other wonen shifts of Ghanian material. | gave her
earrings and a silk shirt. Mamme, 25, was the nost beautiful
worman Ephrai m ever saw open a soda bottle with her teeth, from
Zi gui nchor but actually raised in the Arab Wrld where her
brot her and/ or uncle had been Mauritani an anbassador t o Morocco,
Egypt, Kuwait, etc. and whose best | anguage seened t o be nodern
standard Arabic but who al so spoke Wl of, French, English, and
her mother’s tribe’s | anguage. Her nother was a radi o transl ator
of Saudi programm ng into Wl of, who spoke |ike Saudi for-export
religi ous propaganda (stilted classical Arabic) and was raising
funds to found an Islam c school. Mammie invited us for beer and
Youssou N’Dour vi deos at her brother's and a large rice pil af
lunch at her nmother's, and gave ne a cast-off Casamance outfit.
When we et her she was wearing | eggings, atank top, and a gold
j acket; when we left she was wearing a m dni ght blue enbossed
linen men’s style full-1ength Senegal ese grande boubou, rather
Arab in cut and enbroide&%, Wi th natching pants. Her good
clothes were in Kuwait, ere she is studying translation at KU

She thinks African nmen are "like animals." | gave her ny
sungl asses.
This is nore than | intended to wite, yet excludes

interesting, exciting, inportant interviews, art and dance
exhibitions, the traditional nedicine |aboratory, the Rennie
sisters’ contributions, and so nuch nore. Qhers, | hope, wll
have recorded details of these nenorabl e events and observati ons.




Brief Answers To Big Questions:

1 CGhana and Senegal were great, | can’t know anyt hi ng about

ot hers except that they too would be different. Togo shows one
cant fully anticipate. Lagon is the obvious target for
affiliation.

2. Since I’ve been on two sem nars abroad | think the criteria
are great, but others |less spoiled mght feel otherw se, even
assum ng | "repay"™ the university during the Mddl e East sem nar.
If the criteria are ﬁub!icized as characterizing the group (or
"mix") rather than the individual it should alleviate hurt

feelings.

3. Yes

4  It’s useful, if difficult, to avoid major famly-type
hol i days.

5. Youve got ne. Maybe nake reports available, say to
depart nent s?

6 Dr. Gabara did a acod job. Also, great group dynamc.

| did not fulfill ny inplicit responsibility to put Uiana
in touch with the newy founded West African Research Associ ation
for contacts in Dakar. In the future, | will provide contacts
when and if an Anerican overseas research center is available to
help - as for the Mddl e East.






